
1 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                                     
                                                               

 

 

 

           
                  613/P/000004/2004   

 

 

 

 

      REGIONAL BIRDING 
BIRD LISTS 

                 
 

     FOR THE SLIDE AND SOUND ASSESSMENTS 
 

Conduct a guided birding 
experience 

Unit Standard Code: 335814 
 

 

 



2 

 

        FGASA REGIONAL BIRDING 
 BIRD LISTS 

FOR THE BIRD SLIDE AND SOUND ASSESSMENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright © THE FIELD GUIDES ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 2024. No part of this 
FGASA Learner Support Pack may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form of by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise, 
without the prior written permission from the Directors of The Field Guides Association of 
Southern Africa. 
 
 

   

 

 

  613/P/000004/2004 

This FGASA learner Regional Birding bird lists are provided for 
consultation when preparing for the FGASA Slide and Sound 
assessments.   All slides shown for identification and sound 
recordings for identification included in the assessment will be 
selected from the species in the bird lists provided. 
          

THE FIELD GUIDES ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Registration number:  2004/003844/08 

 



3 

 

 

 CONTENTS 
 

  LEARNER BIRD LISTS FOR THE  
REGIONAL BIRDING GUIDE  

 
1 FGASA Bird Core list  
  

Area / Biome lists 

  
2 Savanna bird list 
  

3 Montane Grasslands bird list 
  

4 Karoo bird list 
  

5 Arid habitat bird list 

 
 

6 Marine bird list 

 
 

7 Forest bird list 

 
 

8 Fynbos bird list 

 
 

9 Albany thicket list 

  

Neighbouring Country bird lists 

 
 

10 Namibia bird list 

  
11 Botswana bird list 

 
 

12 Zimbabwe bird list 

 
 

13 
 

14 

Mozambique bird list 
 
Western Savanna bird list 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



4 

 

 
 
 
You will be required to answer the slide and sound exam per biome as follows: 

 
 

Biome 

 

Slides Sounds 

Savanna:  
 

80 species 80 species 

Montane Grassland:  
 

45 species 45 species 

Karoo:  
 

55 species 
 

55 species 
 

Arid habitat:  
 

70 species 70 species 

Forest:  
 

45 species 
 

45 species 
 

Fynbos:  
 

80 species 80 species 

Albany Thicket:  
 

70 species 70 species 

Marine:  
 

50 species Not tested 
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FGASA BIRD CORE LIST 

 
This core list consists of the more common birds occurring over a widespread geographical range, 
i.e. more than two biomes.  Also included are the widely occurring endemic species and flagship 
species known to all. 
 

S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE 
VOCALISATION OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 
 
 

  
COMMON NAME 
 

Sight 
Only   

COMMON NAME 
 

Sight 
Only 

1 Common Ostrich   41 Brown-hooded Kingfisher   

2 Crested Francolin   42 Striped Kingfisher   

3 Natal Spurfowl  43 Giant Kingfisher   

4 Swainson's Spurfowl   44 Pied Kingfisher   

5 Common Quail   45 White-fronted Bee-eater   

6 Helmeted Guineafowl   46 Little Bee-eater   

7 Fulvous Whistling Duck   47 European Bee-eater   

8 White-faced Whistling Duck   48 Speckled Mousebird   

9 White-backed Duck S 49 Red-faced Mousebird   

10 Maccoa Duck S 50 Red-chested Cuckoo   

11 Egyptian Goose   51 Black Cuckoo   

12 Spur-winged Goose   52 Klaas's Cuckoo   

13 Cape Teal S 53 Diederik Cuckoo   

14 African Black Duck   54 Burchell's Coucal   

15 Yellow-billed Duck   55 African Palm Swift S 

16 Cape Shoveler   56 Alpine Swift S 

17 Red-billed Teal S 57 Common Swift S 

18 Blue-billed Teal S 58 African Black Swift S 

19 Southern Pochard S 59 Little Swift S 

20 Greater Honeyguide   60 Horus Swift S 

21 Lesser Honeyguide   61 White-rumped Swift S 

22 Brown-backed Honeybird   62 Purple-crested Turaco   

23 Red-throated Wryneck   63 Grey Go-away-bird   

24 Golden-tailed Woodpecker   64 Western Barn Owl   

25 Cardinal Woodpecker   65 Spotted Eagle-Owl   

26 Acacia Pied Barbet   66 Verreaux's Eagle-Owl   

27 Black-collared Barbet   67 Pearl-spotted Owlet   

28 Crested Barbet   68 Marsh Owl   

29 Southern Red-billed Hornbill   69 Fiery-necked Nightjar   

30 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill   70 Freckled Nightjar   

31 African Grey Hornbill   71 European Nightjar S 

32 Southern Ground Hornbill   72 Speckled Pigeon   

33 African Hoopoe   73 African Olive Pigeon   

34 Green Wood Hoopoe   74 Laughing Dove   

35 Common Scimitarbill   75 Ring-necked Dove   

36 European Roller S 76 Red-eyed Dove   

37 Lilac-breasted Roller   77 Namaqua Dove   

38 Half-collared Kingfisher   78 Northern Black Korhaan  

39 Malachite Kingfisher   79 Grey Crowned Crane   

40 Woodland Kingfisher   80 Blue Crane   
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 COMMON NAME S / O   COMMON NAME S / O 

81 Wattled Crane S 133 Tawny Eagle   

82 Red-chested Flufftail   134 Verreauxs' Eagle   

83 African Rail   135 Booted Eagle S 

84 Corn Crake S 136 Wahlberg’s Eagle  

85 Black Crake   137 Martial Eagle   

86 African Swamphen   138 Long-crested Eagle S 

87 Common Moorhen   139 Secretarybird S 

88 Red-knobbed Coot   140 Lesser Kestrel S 

89 African Snipe   141 Rock Kestrel S 

90 Marsh Sandpiper S 142 Amur Falcon S 

91 Common Greenshank   143 Lanner Falcon S 

92 Wood Sandpiper S 144 Peregrine Falcon S 

93 Common Sandpiper S 145 Little Grebe   

94 Little Stint S 146 Great Crested Grebe   

95 Curlew Sandpiper S 147 Black-necked Grebe   

96 Ruff S 148 Cape Gannet  

97 Greater Painted-snipe   149 African Darter S 

98 African Jacana   150 Reed Cormorant S 

99 Water Thick-knee   151 White-breasted Cormorant S 

100 Spotted Thick-knee   152 Black Heron S 

101 Black-winged Stilt S 153 Little Egret S 

102 Pied Avocet S 154 Yellow-billed Egret S 

103 Common Ringed Plover S 155 Great Egret S 

104 Kittlitz's Plover S 156 Grey Heron S 

105 Three-banded Plover   157 Black-headed Heron S 

106 White-fronted Plover S 158 Purple Heron S 

107 Blacksmith Lapwing   159 Western Cattle Egret S 

108 African Wattled Lapwing   160 Squacco Heron S 

109 Crowned Lapwing   161 Striated Heron   

110 Collared Pratincole  162 Black-crowned Night-Heron S 

111 Kelp Gull  163 Little Bittern S 

112 Grey-headed Gull   164 Hamerkop   

113 Hartlaub’s Gull  165 Greater Flamingo S 

114 Caspian Tern S 166 Lesser Flamingo S 

115 Common Tern  167 Glossy Ibis S 

116 Whiskered Tern S 168 Hadada Ibis   

117 White-winged Tern S 169 African Sacred Ibis S 

118 Osprey S 170 African Spoonbill S 

119 Black-winged Kite S 171 Great White Pelican S 

120 Black Kite S 172 Pink-backed Pelican S 

121 African Fish Eagle   173 Yellow-billed Stork S 

122 Hooded Vulture S 174 Black Stork S 

123 White-backed Vulture S 175 Abdim's Stork S 

124 Black-chested Snake Eagle S 176 White Stork S 

125 Brown Snake Eagle S 177 Black-headed Oriole   

126 Bateleur   178 Fork-tailed Drongo   

127 African Marsh Harrier S 179 African Paradise Flycatcher   

128 African Harrier-Hawk   180 Brubru   

129 African Goshawk   181 Black-backed Puffback   

130 Little Sparrowhawk   182 Southern Boubou   

131 Ovambo Sparrowhawk S 183 Crimson-breasted Shrike   

132 Common Buzzard S 184 Bokmakierie   
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 COMMON NAME S / O   COMMON NAME S / O 

185 Cape Crow S 236 Mocking Cliff Chat  

186 Pied Crow   237 Red-winged Starling   

187 Red-backed Shrike   238 Cape Starling   

188 Southern Fiscal   239 Amethyst Sunbird   

189 Brown-throated Martin S 240 Scarlet-chested Sunbird   

190 Barn Swallow   241 Malachite Sunbird   

191 White-throated Swallow   242 Collared Sunbird   

192 Pearl-breasted Swallow S 243 White-bellied Sunbird   

193 Rock Martin S 244 Cape Weaver   

194 Common House Martin S 245 Southern Masked Weaver   

195 Dark-capped Bulbul   246 Village Weaver   

196 Sombre Greenbul   247 Red-billed Quelea S 

197 Terrestrial Brownbul  248 Southern Red Bishop S 

198 Fairy Flycatcher  249 Fan-tailed Widowbird S 

199 Cape Grassbird  250 White-winged Widowbird S 

200 Long-billed Crombec  251 Red-collared Widowbird S 

201 Yellow-bellied Eremomela  252 Orange-breasted Waxbill   

202 Little Rush Warbler  253 Quailfinch   

203 Sedge Warbler  254 Red-headed Finch   

204 Common Reed Warbler  255 Common Waxbill   

205 Marsh Warbler  256 Blue Waxbill   

206 Great Reed Warbler  257 Bronze Mannikin   

207 Lesser Swamp Warbler  258 Pin-tailed Whydah   

208 Willow Warbler  259 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow   

209 Chestnut-vented Warbler  260 African Pied Wagtail   

210 Garden Warbler  261 Cape Wagtail   

211 Cape White-eye  262 Western Yellow Wagtail S 

212 Lazy Cisticola  263 Striped Pipit   

213 Rattling Cisticola  264 African Pipit   

214 Levaillant's Cisticola  265 Plain-backed Pipit S 

215 Croaking Cisticola  266 Buffy Pipit S 

216 Neddicky  267 Cape Canary   

217 Zitting Cisticola  268 Yellow-fronted Canary   

218 Tawny-flanked Prinia  269 Black-throated Canary   

219 Black-chested Prinia  270 Yellow Canary   

220 Bar-throated Apalis  271 Brimstone Canary   

221 Rufous-naped Lark  272 Streaky-headed Seedeater   

222 Sabota Lark  273 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting   

223 Spike-heeled Lark  274 Cape Bunting   

224 Red-capped Lark  275 Golden-breasted Bunting   

225 Short-toed Rock Thrush  276 Goliath Heron  

226 Groundscraper Thrush  277 Yellow-billed Kite  

227 Kurrichane Thrush    

228 Karoo Thrush   

229 Fiscal Flycatcher   

230 Spotted Flycatcher   

231 Cape Robin-Chat   

232 African Stonechat   

233 Capped Wheatear S  

234 Sickle-winged Chat S  

235 Familiar Chat S  
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SAVANNA BIRD LIST 
Acacia and broad-leaved woodland mosaics found primarily in the north-eastern parts of the region.  
This biome description also includes the bird communities found along rivers, riparian woodland, 
marshlands, seasonal pans and man-made dams within the savanna biome. 
 
S = ONLY SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS                                        
       NEEDED AND NOT CALLS.  

* Note: these birds sound similar 
  

  COMMON NAME 
Sight 
Only   COMMON NAME 

Sight 
Only 

1 Coqui Francolin   42 African Finfoot S 

2 Shelley's Francolin   43 African Crake S 

3 Harlequin Quail   44 Baillon's Crake   

4 Knob-billed Duck S 45 Striped Crake   

5 African Pygmy Goose S 46 Allen's Gallinule S 

6 Common Buttonquail   47 Lesser Moorhen S 

7 Bennett's Woodpecker   48 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse   

8 Bearded Woodpecker   49 Double-banded Sandgrouse   

9 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird * 50 Green Sandpiper S 

10 Red-fronted Tinkerbird * 51 Lesser Jacana S 

11 Racket-tailed Roller   52 White-crowned Lapwing   

12 Purple Roller   53 Senegal Lapwing   

13 Broad-billed Roller   54 Bronze-winged Courser   

14 African Pygmy Kingfisher   55 Temminck's Courser   

15 Grey-headed Kingfisher   56 Collared Pratincole S 

16 Blue-cheeked Bee-eater   57 Black-winged Pratincole S 

17 Southern Carmine Bee-eater   58 African Cuckoo-Hawk   

18 Jacobin Cuckoo   59 Bat Hawk S 

19 Levaillant's Cuckoo   60 Cape Vulture S 

20 Great Spotted Cuckoo   61 Lappet-faced Vulture S 

21 Thick-billed Cuckoo   62 White-headed Vulture S 

22 African Cuckoo   63 Lizard Buzzard   

23 Black Coucal   64 Dark Chanting Goshawk   

24 Brown-necked Parrot   65 Gabar Goshawk   

25 Meyer's Parrot   66 Shikra S 

26 Brown-headed Parrot   67 Steppe Eagle S 

27 Mottled Spinetail S 68 Lesser Spotted Eagle S 

28 Böhm's Spinetail S 69 African Hawk-Eagle S 

29 African Scops Owl   70 Ayres's Hawk-Eagle S 

30 Southern White-faced Owl   71 Dickinson's Kestrel   

31 Pel's Fishing Owl   72 Eurasian Hobby S 

32 African Barred Owlet   73 Taita Falcon   

33 Swamp Nightjar   74 White-backed Night Heron S 

34 Square-tailed Nightjar   75 Dwarf Bittern S 

35 Pennant-winged Nightjar   76 African Openbill S 

36 Mourning Collared Dove   77 African Woolly-necked Stork S 

37 Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   78 Saddle-billed Stork S 

38 African Green Pigeon   79 Marabou Stork S 

39 Kori Bustard S 80 Eurasian Golden Oriole   

40 Red-crested Korhaan   81 Black-crowned Tchagra   

41 Black-bellied Bustard   82 Brown-crowned Tchagra   

IMPORTANT: Guides operating in the WESTERN SAVANNA 
do the Western Savanna Bird Slide & Sound Assessment 
and not the Savanna Bird assessment. Refer to the 
appropriate bird list. 
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83 Tropical Boubou   135 Burchell's Starling   

84 Orange-breasted Bushshrike   136 Meves's Starling   

85 Grey-headed Bushshrike   137 Violet-backed Starling   

86 White-crested Helmetshrike   138 Wattled Starling   

87 Retz's Helmetshrike   139 Yellow-billed Oxpecker ** 

88 Chinspot Batis   140 Red-billed Oxpecker ** 

89 Lesser Grey Shrike S 141 Marico Sunbird   

90 Magpie Shrike   142 Purple-banded Sunbird   

91 Southern White-crowned Shrike   143 Red-billed Buffalo Weaver   

92 White-breasted Cuckooshrike   144 Lesser Masked Weaver   

93 Black Cuckooshrike   145 Spectacled Weaver   

94 Grey Penduline Tit   146 Eastern Golden Weaver   

95 Southern Black Tit   147 Holub’s Golden Weaver   

96 Grey-rumped Swallow S 148 Southern Brown-throated Weaver   

97 Wire-tailed Swallow S 149 Red-headed Weaver   

98 Lesser Striped Swallow   150 Red-headed Quelea S 

99 Red-breasted Swallow S 151 Thick-billed Weaver   

100 Mosque Swallow  152 Cut-throat Finch S 

101 Yellow-bellied Greenbul   153 Black-faced Waxbill   

102 Green-capped Eremomela   154 Violet-eared Waxbill   

103 Burnt-necked Eremomela   155 Green-winged Pytilia   

104 River Warbler   156 Red-billed Firefinch   

105 Olive-tree Warbler   157 African Firefinch   

106 Icterine Warbler   158 Jameson's Firefinch   

107 Arrow-marked Babbler   159 Long-tailed Paradise Whydah S 

108 Common Whitethroat S 160 Shaft-tailed Whydah S 

109 Red-faced Cisticola   161 Village Indigobird   

110 Tinkling Cisticola   162 Dusky Indigobird   

111 Rufous-winged Cisticola   163 Purple Indigobird   

112 Desert Cisticola   164 Cuckoo-finch S 

113 Yellow-breasted Apalis   165 Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow   

114 Grey-backed Camaroptera   166 Yellow-throated Longclaw   

115 Stierling's Wren-Warbler    

116 Monotonous Lark   

117 Flappet Lark   

118 Fawn-colored Lark   

119 Dusky Lark S 

120 Short-clawed Lark   

121 Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark S 

122 Pale Flycatcher S 

123 Marico Flycatcher S 

124 Southern Black Flycatcher   

125 Ashy Flycatcher   

126 Grey Tit-Flycatcher   

127 White-throated Robin-Chat   

128 White-browed Robin-Chat   

129 Collared Palm Thrush   

130 Bearded Scrub Robin   

131 White-browed Scrub Robin   

132 Kalahari Scrub Robin   

133 Arnot's Chat   

134 Greater Blue-eared Starling   
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MONTANE GRASSLANDS BIRD LIST 
 
Primarily a grassland biome which centres on the high-lying interior plateau.  Also alpine grassland 
communities found above 3000m.  This biome description further includes those birds found in the 
localized forest patches at these higher altitudes, termed Afromontane forest. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

 

  COMMON NAME 
Sight 
Only   COMMON NAME 

Sight 
Only 

1 Grey-winged Francolin   41 Eastern Clapper Lark   

2 Red-winged Francolin   42 Rudd's Lark   

3 Orange River Francolin   43 Eastern Long-billed Lark   

4 Red-necked Spurfowl   44 Botha's Lark   

5 South African Shelduck   45 Cape Rock Thrush   

6 Black-rumped Buttonquail   46 Sentinel Rock Thrush   

7 Ground Woodpecker   47 Buff-streaked Chat   

8 Olive Woodpecker   48 Mountain Wheatear S 

9 Common Cuckoo S 49 Ant-eating Chat S 

10 African Grass Owl   50 Pied Starling   

11 Cape Eagle-Owl   51 Gurney's Sugarbird   

12 Denham's Bustard S 52 Yellow-crowned Bishop   

13 Blue Korhaan   53 Yellow Bishop S 

14 White-bellied Bustard   54 Long-tailed Widowbird S 

15 Striped Flufftail   55 Cuckoo-finch S 

16 White-winged Flufftail S 56 Cape Longclaw   

17 Black-winged Lapwing   57 Yellow-breasted Pipit S 

18 Black-winged Pratincole S 58 African Rock Pipit   

19 Bearded Vulture S 59 Mountain Pipit S 

20 Cape Vulture S 60 Nicholson’s Pipit   

21 Black Harrier S 61 Short-tailed Pipit S 

22 Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk   62 Drakensberg Siskin   

23 Jackal Buzzard     

24 Southern Bald Ibis S  

25 Black-fronted Bushshrike    

26 White-necked Raven    

27 Drakensberg Rockjumper    

28 Banded Martin S  

29 Blue Swallow S  

30 Greater Striped Swallow    

31 South African Cliff Swallow S  

32 Black Saw-wing S  

33 Fan-tailed Grassbird    

34 African Yellow Warbler    

35 Wailing Cisticola    

36 Cloud Cisticola    

37 Pale-crowned Cisticola    

38 Wing-snapping Cisticola    

39 Drakensberg Prinia    

40 Melodious Lark    
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KAROO BIRD LIST 
 
This biome encompasses the southwestern interior of the subcontinent, consisting of basically 
semi-desert shrublands with extensive areas of rocky outcrops and very little surface water.  
Includes the Succulent Karoo along the winter rainfall area of the west coast and the Nama Karoo 
in the summer rainfall interior. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

        

 COMMON NAME Sight 
Only 

 COMMON NAME Sight 
Only 

1 Barbet, Acacia Pied  35 Flycatcher, Spotted  

2 Batis, Pririt  36 Francolin, Grey-winged  

3 Bee-eater, European  37 Goshawk, Pale-chanting  

4 Bee-eater, Swallowtailed  38 Hawk, African Harrier  

5 Bunting, Cape  39 Kestrel, Greater  

6 Bunting, Lark-like  40 Kestrel, Lesser  

7 Bustard, Kori  41 Kestrel, Rock  

8 Bustard, Ludwig's  42 Kite, Black  

9 Canary, Black-headed  43 Kite, Black-winged  

10 Canary, Black-throated  44 Korhaan, Blue  

11 Canary, White-throated  45 Korhaan, Karoo  

12 Chat, Ant-eating S 46 Lark, Barlow's  

13 Chat, Familiar  47 Lark, Eastern Clapper  

14 Chat, Karoo  48 Lark, Large-billed  

15 Chat, Sickle-winged  49 Lark, Karoo S 

16 Chat, Tractrac S 50 Lark, Karoo Long-billed  

17 Cisticola, Grey-backed  51 Lark, Red  

18 Courser, Burchell's  52 Lark, Sclater's S 

19 Courser, Double-banded  53 Mousebird, White-backed  

20 Crombec, Long-billed  54 Nightjar, Rufous-cheeked  

21 Dove, Cape Turtle  55 Ostrich, Common  

22 Dove, Namaqua  56 Owl, Barn  

23 Eagle, Black-chested Snake  57 Owl, Spotted Eagle-  

24 Eagle, Booted  58 Pipit, African Rock  

25 Eremomela, Karoo  59 Pipit, Nicholson’s   

26 Eremomela, Yellow-bellied  60 Prinia, Karoo  

27 Falcon, Lanner  61 Pytilia, Green-winged  

28 Falcon, Peregrine  62 Quail, Common  

29 Falcon, Red-necked  63 Robin, Karoo Scrub-  

30 Finch, Scaly-feathered  64 Sandgrouse, Double-banded  

31 Firefinch, Red-billed  65 Sandgrouse, Namaqua  

32 Fiscal, Common  66 Sparrow, Cape  

33 Flycatcher, Chat  67 Sparrow, Southern Grey-headed  

34 Flycatcher, Fairy  68 Sparrow-lark, Black-eared  
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69 Sparrow-lark, Grey-backed  84 Tit, Grey  

70 Starling, Pale-winged  85 Tit-babbler, Layard's  

71 Starling, Pied  86 Vulture, Lapped-faced  

72 Starling, Wattled  87 Vulture, White-backed  

73 Stork, Abdim's  88 Vulture, White-headed  

74 Stork, White  89 Warbler, Chestnut-vented  

75 Sunbird, Dusky  90 Warbler, Namaqua  

76 Sunbird, Malachite  91 Warbler, Rufous-eared  

77 Swallow, Barn  92 Wheatear, Capped  

78 Swallow, Greater-striped  93 Wheatear, Pied  

79 Swift, Alpine  94 White-eye, Cape  

80 Swift, Little  95 White-eye, Orange River  

81 Swift, White-rumped  96 Whydah, Shaft-tailed  

82 Thick-knee, Spotted  97 Woodpecker, Cardinal  

83 Tit, Cape Penduline-  98 Woodpecker, Ground  
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ARID HABITAT BIRD LIST 
 
Includes true desert (although found mainly in Namibia) and semi-desert habitats.  Also the Arid 
Acacia savanna centred in the western half of the sub-region. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 
 

 COMMON NAME Sight 
Only 

  Sight 
Only 

1 Babbler, Southern Pied  78 Lark, Red-capped  

2 Barbet, Acacia Pied  79 Lark, Sabota  

3 Bateleur  80 Lark, Spike-heeled  

4 Batis, Pririt  81 Martin, Rock  

5 Bee-eater, European  82 Nightjar, European  

6 Bee-eater, Swallow-tailed  83 Nightjar, Fiery-necked  

7 Bustard, Kori S 84 Nightjar, Rufous-cheeked  

8 Buzzard, Augur  85 Oriole, Eurasian Golden  

9 Buzzard, Jackal  86 Ostrich, Common  

10 Buzzard, Long-legged  87 Owl, African Scops  

11 Canary, Black-headed  88 Owl, Barn  

12 Canary, Black-throated  89 Owl, Verraux's Eagle  

13 Canary, White-throated  90 Owlet, Pearl-spotted  

14 Canary, Yellow  91 Owl, Spotted Eagle  

15 Chat, Ant-eating  92 Owl, Southern White-faced   

16 Chat, Familiar  93 Pipit, Buffy  

17 Chat, Herero  94 Plover, Caspian  

18 Chat, Tractrac S 95 Prinia, Black-chested  

19 Cisticola, Rattling  96 Pytilia, Green-winged  

20 Cisticola, Tinkling  97 Quail Common  

21 Courser, Bronze-winged  98 Quelea, Red-billed  

22 Courser, Burchell's  99 Robin, Kalahari Scrub  

23 Courser, Double-banded  100 Roller, European  

24 Courser, Temminck's S 101 Roller, Lilac-breasted  

25 Crombec, Long-billed  102 Roller, Purple  

26 Cuckoo, African  103 Sandgrouse, Burchell's  

27 Cuckoo, Diederik  104 Sandgrouse, Double-banded  

28 Cuckoo, Jacobin  105 Sandgrouse, Namaqua  

29 Dove, Cape Turtle  106 Scimitarbill, Common  

30 Dove, European Turtle  107 Secretarybird  

31 Dove, Laughing  108 Shrike, Crimson-breasted  

32 Dove, Namaqua  109 Shrike, Lesser Grey  

33 Drongo, Fork-tailed  110 Shrike, Red-backed  

34 Eagle, Black-chested Snake  111 Shrike, Southern White-crowned  

35 Eagle, Booted  112 Sparrow, Cape  
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36 Eagle, Martial  113 Sparrow, Great  

37 Eagle, Steppe  114 Sparrow, Northern Grey-headed  

38 Eagle, Tawny  115 Sparrow, Southern Grey-headed  

39 Eagle, Wahlberg's  116 Sparrow-weaver, White-browed  

40 Eremomela, Karoo  117 Spurfowl, Red-billed  

41 Eremomela, Yellow-bellied  118 Starling, Burchell's  

42 Falcon, Lanner  119 Starling, Cape   

43 Falcon, Peregrine  120 Starling, Pale-winged  

44 Falcon, Pygmy S 121 Starling, Wattled  

45 Falcon, Red-footed S 122 Swallow, Barn  

46 Falcon, Red-necked S 123 Swallow, Greater Striped  

47 Finch, Cut-throat  124 Swift, Alpine  

48 Finch, Scaly-feathered  125 Swift, African Black  

49 Fiscal, Common  126 Swift, Common  

50 Flycatcher, Chat S 127 Thrush, Groundscraper  

51 Flycatcher, Marico S 128 Tit, Ashy  

52 Flycatcher, Spotted  129 Tit, Cape Penduline  

53 Francolin, Orange River  130 Tit-babbler, Layard's  

54 Goshawk, Gabar  131 Vulture, Cape  

55 Goshawk, Pale Chanting  132 Vulture, Lapped-faced  

56 Guineafowl, Helmeted  133 Vulture, White-backed  

57 Harrier, Black  134 Warbler, Barred Wren  

58 Montagu's Harrier  135 Warbler, Chestnut-vented  

59 Pallid Harrier  136 Warbler, Icterine  

60 Hobby, Eurasian  137 Warbler, Rufous-eared  

61 Hoopoe, African  138 Waxbill, Black-faced  

62 Hornbill, African Grey  139 Waxbill, Violet-eared  

63 Hornbill, Southern Yellowbilled  140 Weaver, Sociable  

64 Kestrel, Greater S 141 Wheatear, Capped  

65 Kestrel, Rock  142 Wheatear, Pied  

66 Kite, Black  143 Whydah, Shaft-tailed  

67 Korhaan, Ruppel's     

68 Korhaan, Northern Black     

69 Korhaan, Red-crested     

70 Lapwing, Crowned     

71 Lark, Black-eared Sparrow     

72 Lark, Dune     

73 Lark, Eastern Clapper     

74 Lark, Fawn-coloured     

75 Lark, Grey-backed Sparrow     

76 Lark, Monotonous     

77 Lark, Pink-billed     
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MARINE BIRD LIST 
 
Includes both the birds found along the seashore (sandy beaches and rock), and those                        
found on the open sea (pelagic species). 
 
Only sight identification is required for Marine birds. 
There is no sound assessment for the Marine birds. 
 

  
COMMON NAME 

 

  
COMMON NAME 

 

Penguins  Skuas & Jaegers 

1 African Penguin  32 Brown (Subantarctic) Skua 

2 Magellanic Penguin  33 South Polar Skua 

3 Little Penguin  34 Long-tailed Jaeger 

4 Macaroni Penguin  35 Parasitic Jaeger 

5 Gentoo Penguin  36 Pomarine Jaeger 

6 Chinstrap Penguin  Tropicbirds 

7 Adelie Penguin  37 White-tailed Tropicbird 

8 King Penguin  38 Red-tailed Tropicbird 

9 Emperor penguin  39 Red-billed Tropicbird 

10 Northern Rockhopper Penguin  Frigatebirds  

11 Southern Rockhopper Penguin  40 Lesser Frigatebird 

Albatrosses  41 Greater Frigatebird  

12 Shy Albatross  Gannets & Boobies 

13 Black-browed Albatross  42 Cape Gannet 

14 Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross  43 Masked Booby 

15 Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross  44 Red-fronted Booby 

16 Northern Royal Albatross  45 Brown Booby 

17 Southern Royal Albatross  Cormorants 

18 Wandering Albatross  46 Cape Cormorant 

Petrels, Prions & Shearwaters  47 Bank Cormorant  

19 Northern Giant-Petrel  48 White-breasted Cormorant 

20 Southern Giant-Petrel  49 Crowned Cormorant  

21 Cape (Pintado) Petrel  50 Reed Cormorant 

22 Great-winged Petrel  Phalaropes 

23 White-chinned Petrel  51 Red (Grey) Phalarope 

24 Black-bellied Storm-Petrel  52 Red-necked Phalarope 

25 Wilson's Storm-Petrel  Gulls 

26 European Storm-Petrel  53 Kelp Gull 

27 Antarctic Prion  54 Hartlaub's Gull 

28 Flesh-footed Shearwater  55 Black-headed Gull 

29 Sooty Shearwater  56 Grey-headed Gull 

30 Cory's Shearwater  Terns 

31 Great Shearwater  57 Caspian Tern 

  58 Greater Crested (Swift) Tern 

 59 Lesser Crested Tern 
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60 Sandwich Tern  77 Sanderling 

61 Roseate Tern  78 Broad-billed Sandpiper 

62 Common Tern  79 African Black Oystercatcher 

63 Arctic Tern  80 Grey Plover 

64 Antarctic Tern  81 Chestnut-banded Plover 

65 Little Tern  82 Lesser Sand Plover 

66 Damara Tern  83 Greater Sand Plover 

67 Sooty Tern  84 Common Sandpiper 

68 Black Tern  85 Whitefronted Plover 

69 White-winged Tern  86 Ruff 

70 Whiskered Tern   

Plovers and others  

71 Bar-tailed Godwit  

72 Common Whimbrel  

73 Eurasian Curlew  

74 Terek Sandpiper  

75 Ruddy Turnstone  

76 Red Knot  
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FOREST BIRD LIST 

 

Lowland forest AND mangrove swamp, confined to low-lying areas along eastern coastal plain.  Sandforest, 
localized sensitive forest type found primarily in Northern KZN.  Also forested habitats along Cape Peninsula 
and Garden Route (Wilderness, Knysna) 
 

S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES.     * NOTE: these birds sound similar 

 
 COMMON NAME Sight  

Only 
 COMMON NAME Sight  

Only 

1 Crested Guineafowl   38 Cape Batis   

2 Scaly-throated Honeyguide   39 Woodwards' Batis   

3 Knysna Woodpecker   40 Black-throated Wattle-eye   

4 Olive Woodpecker   41 Grey Cuckooshrike   

5 White-eared Barbet   42 Black Saw-wing S 

6 Green Barbet   43 Yellow-bellied Greenbul  

7 Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird   44 Yellow-streaked Greenbul  

8 Crowned Hornbill   45 Eastern Nicator  

9 Trumpeter Hornbill   46 Knysna Warbler  

10 Narina Trogon   47 Barratt's Warbler  

11 Broad-billed Roller   48 Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler  

12 Mangrove Kingfisher   49 Bush Blackcap  

13 African Emerald Cuckoo   50 African Yellow White-eye  

14 Green Malkoha   51 Rudd's Apalis  

15 Cape Parrot   52 Green-backed Camaroptera  

16 Livingstone's Turaco * 53 Orange Ground-Thrush   

17 Knysna Turaco * 54 Spotted Ground-Thrush   

18 Pel's Fishing-Owl   55 Olive Thrush   

19 African Wood-Owl   56 African Dusky Flycatcher   

20 Eastern Bronze-naped Pigeon   57 White-starred Robin   

21 Lemon Dove   58 Red-capped Robin-Chat   

22 Tambourine Dove   59 Chorister Robin-Chat   

23 Buff-spotted Flufftail   60 Bearded Scrub-Robin   

24 African Cuckoo Hawk   61 Brown Scrub-Robin   

25 Bat Hawk S 62 Black-bellied Starling   

26 Palm-nut Vulture S 63 Plain-backed Sunbird   

27 Southern Banded Snake-Eagle   64 Olive Sunbird   

28 Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk   65 Grey Sunbird  

29 Black Sparrowhawk   66 Southern Double-collared Sunbird  

30 Forest Buzzard S 67 Greater Double-collared Sunbird  

31 African Crowned Eagle   68 Neergaard's Sunbird  

32 African Broadbill   69 Purple-banded Sunbird  

33 Square-tailed Drongo   70 Dark-backed Weaver  

34 Blue-mantled Crested-Flycatcher   71 Swee Waxbill  

35 Olive Bush-Shrike   72 Green Twinspot  

36 Black-fronted Bush-Shrike   73 Grey Waxbill  

37 Gorgeous Bush-Shrike   74 Pink-throated Twinspot  
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COMMON NAME 
 

Sight  
Only   

COMMON NAME 
 

Sight  
Only 

75 Magpie Mannikin S 77 Mountain Wagtail S 

76 Red-backed Mannikin S 78 Forest Canary   
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FYNBOS BIRD LIST 
 

Includes mountain fynbos, coastal fynbos, renosterveld and strandveld habitats that are confined to 
extreme south and west of region. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 
* NOTE: these birds sound similar 
 

1 Apalis, Bar-throated  41 Crow, Pied  

2 Barbet, Acacia Pied  42 Cuckoo, Diederik  

3 Batis, Cape  43 Cuckoo, Jacobin  

4 Bishop, Southern Red  44 Cuckoo, Klaas's  

5 Bishop, Yellow  45 Cuckoo, Red-chested  

6 Bittern, Little S 46 Darter, African  

7 Bokmakierie  47 Dove, Cape Turtle  

8 Boubou, Southern  48 Dove, Laughing  

9 Bulbul, Cape  49 Dove, Namaqua  

10 Bunting, Cape  50 Dove, Red-eyed  

11 Bunting, Lark-like  51 Drongo, Fork-tailed  

12 Buttonquail, Hottentot  S 52 Duck, African Black   

13 Buzzard, Common (Steppe)  S 53 Duck, White-backed S 

14 Buzzard, Forest  54 Duck, White-faced Whistling  

15 Buzzard, Jackal  55 Duck, Yellow-billed  

16 Canary, Black-throated  56 Eagle, Booted S 

17 Canary, Brimstone  57 Eagle, Martial  S 

18 Canary, Cape  58 Eagle, Verreaux's   

19 Canary, Forest  59 Egret, Western Cattle  

20 Canary, Protea  60 Egret, Little  

21 Canary, Yellow  61 Egret, Yellow-billed  

22 Canary, White-throated  62 Falcon, Lanner  

23 Chat, Cape Robin  63 Falcon, Peregrine  

24 Chat, Familiar                S 64 Fiscal Common  

25 Chat, Sickle-winged         S 65 Flamingo, Greater  

26 Cisticola, Cloud  41 Crow, Pied  

27 Cisticola, Grey-backed  42 Cuckoo, Diederik  

28 Cisticola, Levaillant's  43 Cuckoo, Jacobin  

29 Cisticola, Zitting  44 Cuckoo, Klaas's  

30 Coot, Red-Knobbed  45 Cuckoo, Red-chested  

31 Cormorant, Bank S 46 Darter, African  

32 Cormorant, Cape S 47 Dove, Cape Turtle  

33 Cormorant, Crowned  S 48 Dove, Laughing  

34 Cormorant, Reed  S 49 Dove, Namaqua  

35 Cormorant, White-breasted S 50 Dove, Red-eyed  

36 Coucal, Burchell's  51 Drongo, Fork-tailed  

37 Crake, Black  52 Duck, African Black   

38 Crane, Blue  53 Duck, White-backed  S 

39 Crombec, Long-billed  54 Duck, White-faced Whistling  

40 Crow, Cape  55 Duck, Yellow-billed  
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56 Eagle, Booted                S 97 Kingfisher, Brown-hooded  

57 Eagle, Martial                 S 98 Kingfisher, Giant  

58 Eagle, Verreaux's   99 Kingfisher, Malachite  

59 Egret, Western Cattle  100 Kingfisher, Pied  

60 Egret, Little  101 Kite, Black-winged S 

61 Egret, Yellow-billed  102 Kite, Yellow-billed S 

62 Falcon, Lanner  103 Korhaan, Southern Black  

63 Falcon, Peregrine  104 Lapwing, Blacksmith  

64 Fiscal Common  105 Lapwing, Crowned  

65 Flamingo, Greater  106 Lark, Agulhas Long-billed  

66 Flamingo, Lesser  107 Lark, Cape Clapper  

67 Flufftail, Buff-spotted  108 Lark, Cape Long-billed  

68 Flufftail, Striped  109 Lark, Large-billed  

69 Flycatcher, African dusky  110 Lark, Red-capped  

70 Flycatcher, Fairy  111 Longclaw, Cape  

71 Flycatcher, Fiscal  112 Marsh-Harrier, African  

72 Francolin, Grey-winged  113 Martin, Brown-throated S 

73 Gannet, Cape  S 114 Martin, Banded   S 

74 Goose, Egyptian  115 Martin, Rock S 

75 Goose, Spur-winged   116 Masked-Weaver, Southern  

76 Goshawk, African  117 Moorhen, Common  

77 Grassbird, Cape  118 Mousebird, Red-faced  

78 Grebe, little  119 Mousebird, Speckled  

79 Greenbul, Sombre  120 Mousebird, White-backed  

80 Greenshank, Common  121 Neddicky  

81 Guineafowl, Helmeted  122 Night-Heron, Black-crowned  

82 Gull, Grey-headed  123 Nightjar, Fiery-necked  

83 Gull, Hartlaub’s   124 Owl, Barn  

84 Hamerkop  125 Owl, Cape Eagle  

85 Harrier, Black  126 Owl, Spotted Eagle  

86 Harrier-Hawk, African  127 Oystercatcher, African Black  

87 Heron, Black-headed  128 Paradise-Flycatcher, African  

88 Heron, Grey  129 Penduline-Tit, Cape  

89 Heron, Purple  130 Penguin, African  

90 Heron, Squacco  131 Pigeon, African Olive  

91 Honeyguide, Greater  132 Pigeon, Speckled   

92 Honeyguide, Lesser  133 Pipet, Nicholson’s   

93 Honeybird, Brown-Backed  134 Pipet, Plain-backed  

94 Hoopoe, African  135 Pipit, African  

95 House-martin, Common  136 Plover, Common Ringed  

96 Kestrel, Rock  137 Plover, Grey  
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138 Plover, Kittlitz's  179 Swallow, Greater Striped  

139 Plover, Three-banded  180 Swallow, Pearl-breasted  

140 Plover, White-fronted  181 Swallow, White-throated  

141 Prinia, Karoo  182 Swamphen, African  

142 Quail, Common  183 Swift, African Black  

143 Raven, White-necked  184 Swift, Alpine  

144 Reed-Warbler, African  185 Swift, Horus  

145 Rockjumper, Cape  186 Swift, Little  

146 Rock-Thrush, Cape  187 Swift, White-rumped  

147 Rock-Thrush, Sentinel  188 Tchagra, Southern  

148 Sanderling  189 Teal, Cape  

149 Sandpiper, Common  190 Tern, Whiskered       S 

150 Sandpiper, Wood  191 Tern, White-winged     S 

151 Saw-wing, Black      S 192 Thick-knee, Spotted  

152 Scrub-Robin, Karoo  193 Thick-knee, Water  

153 Seedeater, Streaky-headed  194 Thrush, Olive  

154 Shelduck, South African  195 Tit, Cape Penduline  

155 Siskin, Cape  196 Tit, Grey  

156 Snipe, African  197 Turtle-Dove, Cape  

157 Sparrow, Cape  198 Vulture, Cape  

158 Sparrow, House   199 Wagtail, Cape  

159 Sparrow, Southern Grey-headed  200 Warbler, Little Rush  

160 Sparrowhawk, Black  201 Warbler, Lesser Swamp  

161 Sparrowhawk, Red-breasted  202 Warbler, Victorin's  

162 Spoonbill, African  203 Waxbill, Common  

163 Spurfowl, Cape  204 Waxbill, Swee  

164 Starling, Common  205 Weaver, Cape  

165 Starling, Pied  206 Wheatear, Capped  

166 Starling, Red-winged  207 White-eye, Cape  

167 Starling, Wattled   208 Whydah, Pin-tailed  

168 Stilt, Black-winged  209 Woodpecker, Cardinal  

169 Stonechat, African  210 Woodpecker, Ground  

170 Stork, Black  211 Woodpecker, Olive  

171 Stork, White     

172 Sugarbird, Cape     

173 Sunbird, Amethyst     

174 Sunbird, Malachite     

175 Sunbird, Orange-breasted     

176 Sunbird, Greater Double- collard     

177 Sunbird, Southern Double-collard     

178 Swallow, Barn     
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  Thicket Biome Bird List 
        Eastern Cape and Kwa-Zulu Natal Lowveld Coast Region 

 

S = Sight only       * = Sound alike 

  No. Common Name 
Sight 
only 

 
No. Common Name 

Sight 
only 

1 7 Black-necked Grebe S 42 271 Red Knot S 

2 63 Black-headed Heron S 43 286 African Snipe  

3 64 Goliath Heron S 44 288 Bar-tailed Godwit S 

4 66 Great Egret S 45 298 Water Thickknee  

5 77 White-backed Night Heron S 46 338 Whiskered Tern S 

6 103 South African Shelduck S 47 350 African Olive Pigeon  

7 107 Blue-billed Teal S 48 358 Emerald spotted Wood-dove  

8 112 Cape Shoveller S 49 359 Tambourine Dove  

9 117 Maccoa Duck S 50 360 Lemon Dove  

10 128 African Cuckoo Hawk  51 370 Knysna Turaco  

11 136 Booted Eagle S 52 378 Black Cuckoo  

12 139 Long-crested Eagle  53 384 African Emerald Cuckoo  

13 140 Martial Eagle  54 391 Burchell's Coucal  

14 141 African Crowned Eagle  55 394 African Wood Owl  

15 147 Palm-nut Vulture S 56 399 Barred Owlet  

16 150 Forest Buzzard  57 400 Cape Eagle Owl  

17 152 Jackal Buzzard  58 403 Pel's Fishing Owl  

18 155 
Rufous-breasted 
Sparrowhawk 

 
59 405 Fiery-necked Nightjar 

 

19 157 Little Sparrowhawk  60 427 Narina Trogon  

20 158 Black Sparrowhawk  61 430 Half-collared Kingfisher  

21 160 African Goshawk  62 432 African Pygmy Kingfisher  

22 168 Black Harrier  63 455 Trumpeter Hornbill  

23 170 Osprey S 64 460 Crowned Hornbill  

24 173 Eurasian Hobby S 65 465 Acacia Pied Barbet  

25 175 Sooty Falcon S 66 469 Redfronted Tinkerbird  

26 192 Red-wing Francolin  67 475 Scaly-throated Honeyguide  

27 195 Cape Spurfowl  68 480 Ground Woodpecker  

28 198 Red-necked Spurfowl  69 484 Knysna Woodpecker  

29 208 Blue Crane  70 488 Olive Woodpecker  

30 209 Crowned Crane  71 489 Red-throated Wryneck 
 

31 210 African Rail  72 495 Cape Clapper Lark  

32 213 Black Crake  73 500 Cape Long-billed Lark  

33 218 Buff-spotted Flufftail  74 527 Lesser Striped Swallow  

34 221 Striped Flufftail  75 536 Black Saw-wing Swallow S 

35 229 African Finfoot S 76 538 Black Cuckooshrike  

36 239 Southern Black Korhaan  77 540 Grey Cuckooshrike  

37 242 Greater Painted Snipe  78 551 Grey Tit  

38 245 Common Ringed Plover S 79 554 Southern Black Tit  

39 257 Black-winged Lapwing  80 557 Cape Penduline Tit  

40 263 Terek Sandpiper S 81 565 Bush Blackcap  

41 267 Spotted Redshank S 82 569 Terrestrial Brownbul  
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  No. Common Name 
Sight 
Only 

 
No. Common Name 

Sight 
Only 

83 572 Sombre Greenbul  124 775 Malachite Sunbird  

84 577 Olive Thrush 
 

125 783 
Southern Double-collared 
Sunbird 

 

85 581 Cape Rock Thrush 
 

126 785 
Greater Double-collared 
Sunbird 

 

86 582 Sentinel Roack-Thrush  127 789 Grey Sunbird  

87 589 Familiar Chat  128 790 Eastern Olive Sunbird  

88 598 Chorister Robin-chat  129 793 Collared Sunbird  

89 606 White-starred Robin  130 805 Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow  

90 613 White-browed scrub-Robin  131 807 Thick-billed Weaver  

91 614 Karoo Scrub-Robin  132 808 Dark-backed Weaver  

92 616 Brown Scrub-robin  133 810 Spectacled Weaver  

93 635 Lesser Swamp Warbler  134 811 Village Weaver  

94 637 African Yellow Warbler  135 813 Cape Weaver  

95 638 Little Rush Warbler  136 817 Eastern Golden Weaver  

96 644 Yellow-throated Woodland-Warbler  137 827 Yellow Bishop * 

97 645 Bar-throated Apalis  138 828 Fan-tailed Widowbird * 

98 648 Yellow-breasted Apalis  139 831 Red-collared Widowbird * 

99 657 Green-backed Camaroptera  140 840 African Firefinch  

100 661 Cape Grassbird  141 850 Swee Waxbill  

101 677 Levaillants Cisticola  142 857 Bronze Mannikin  

102 679 Lazy Cisticola  143 864 Dusky Indigobird  

103 686 Karoo Prinia  144 872 Cape Canary  

104 689 Spotted Flycatcher  145 873 Forest Canary  

105 690 African Dusky Flycatcher  146 876 Black-headed Canary  

106 694 Southern Black Flycatcher  147 877 Brimstone Canary  

107 698 Fiscal Flycatcher  148 881 Streaky-headed Seed-eater  

108 700 Cape Batis  149 885 Cape Bunting  

109 708 Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher  150 902 Lesser Yellowlegs S 

110 712 Mountain Wagtail   

111 714 Western Yellow Wagtail S 

112 720 Striped Pipit  

113 736 Southern Boubou  

114 740 Black-backed Puffback  

115 742 Southern Tchagra  

116 744 Black-crowned Tchagra  

117 748 Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike  

118 750 Olive Bush Shrike  

119 757 Common Starling  

120 759 Pied Starling  

121 768 Black-bellied Starling  

122 773 Cape Sugarbird  

123 774 Gurney's Sugarbird  
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NAMIBIA BIRD LIST 

 
Namibia: Desert endemics, Caprivi Strip and other specials. 
Includes those birds found in Namibia, but not exclusive to Namibia.   
i.e. found in other areas in Southern Africa 
IMPORTANT: Assessment for Namibia includes Slide and sound for core and Arid as 
well. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE 
VOCALISATION OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

 

  COMMON NAME Area 
Sight 
Only 

1 Hartlaub's Spurfowl N   

2 Green-backed Honeybird ALL   

3 Monteiro's Hornbill N S 

4 Damara Hornbill N S 

5 Bradfield's Hornbill N,B S 

6 Violet Wood-Hoopoe N   

7 Racket-tailed Roller ALL S 

8 Madagascar Bee-eater N,Z,M   

9 Coppery-tailed Coucal N,B   

10 Senegal Coucal N,B,Z   

11 White-browed Coucal N,B,Z   

12 Rüppell's Parrot N   

13 Rosy-faced Lovebird N   

14 Schalow's Turaco N,Z   

15 Swamp Nightjar N,B,M   

16 Rüppell's Korhaan N   

17 Great Snipe N,B,Z S 

18 Long-toed Lapwing ALL S 

19 Three-banded Courser N,B,Z   

20 Rock Pratincole ALL S 

21 African Skimmer ALL S 

22 Western Banded Snake-Eagle N,B,Z   

23 Augur Buzzard N,Z,M S 

24 Grey Kestrel N S 

25 Dickinson's Kestrel ALL S 

26 African Hobby N,B,Z S 

27 Slaty Egret N,B S 

28 Rufous-bellied Heron ALL S 

29 White-backed Night-Heron ALL S 

30 African Golden Oriole ALL   

31 Tropical Boubou ALL   

32 Swamp Boubou N,B   

33 White-tailed Shrike N   

34 Souza's Shrike N,B S 
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35 White-breasted Cuckooshrike ALL   

36 Carp's Tit N   

37 Angola Swallow N S 

38 Rockrunner N   

39 Greater Swamp-Warbler N,B   

40 Black-faced Babbler N,B   

41 Hartlaub's Babbler N,B   

42 Bare-cheeked Babbler N   

43 Tinkling Cisticola N,B,Z   

44 Luapula Cisticola N,B   

45 Chirping Cisticola N,B   

46 Dune Lark N S 

47 Gray's Lark N S 

48 Benguela Long-billed Lark N   

49 Rufous-tailed Palm-Thrush N   

50 Herero Chat N S 

51 Arnot's Chat ALL   

52 Miombo Blue-eared Starling N,Z,M S 

53 Sharp-tailed Starling N,B S 

54 Meves's Starling ALL S 

55 Copper Sunbird N,B,Z   

56 Chestnut Weaver N,B   

57 Red-headed Quelea N,M S 

58 Cinderella Waxbill N S 

59 Brown Firefinch N,B   

60 Broad-tailed Paradise-Whydah ALL S 

61 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow N,B,Z S 

62 Rosy-throated Longclaw ALL   

63 Wood Pipit ALL   

64 Tree Pipit ALL   

 
 

N = Namibia 
B = Botswana 
Z = Zimbabwe 
M = Mozambique 
All = All of the above 
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BOTSWANA BIRD LIST 
 

Botswana:  Okavango Delta and Central Kalahari specials 
Includes those birds found in Botswana, but not exclusive to Botswana. i.e. found in other 
areas in Southern Africa. 
IMPORTANT: Assessments for Botswana include Sound and Slides for Core and 
Savanna as well. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE 
VOCALISATION OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

 
  

COMMON NAME 
 
Area 

Sight 
Only 

1 Green-backed Honeybird ALL   

2 Bradfield's Hornbill B,N S 

3 Racket-tailed Roller ALL S 

4 Coppery-tailed Coucal B,N   

5 Senegal Coucal B,N,Z   

6 White-browed Coucal B,N,Z   

7 Swamp Nightjar B,N,M   

8 Great Snipe B,N,Z S 

9 Long-toed Lapwing ALL S 

10 Three-banded Courser B,N,Z   

11 Rock Pratincole ALL S 

12 African Skimmer ALL S 

13 Gull-billed Tern B,Z,M S 

14 Western Banded Snake-Eagle B,Z,N   

15 Dickinson's Kestrel ALL S 

16 African Hobby B,Z,N S 

17 Slaty Egret B,N S 

18 Rufous-bellied Heron ALL S 

19 White-backed Night-Heron ALL S 

20 African Golden Oriole ALL   

21 Tropical Boubou ALL   

22 Swamp Boubou B,N   

23 Souza's Shrike B,N S 

24 White-breasted Cuckooshrike ALL   

25 River Warbler B,Z   

26 Greater Swamp-Warbler B,N   

27 Black-faced Babbler B,N   

28 Hartlaub's Babbler B,N   

29 Tinkling Cisticola B,N,Z   

30 Luapula Cisticola B,N   

31 Chirping Cisticola B,N   

32 Thrush Nightingale B,Z,M   

33 Arnot's Chat ALL   

34 Boulder Chat B,Z,M   
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35 Sharp-tailed Starling B,N S 

36 Meves's Starling ALL S 

37 Copper Sunbird B,N,Z   

38 Chestnut Weaver B,N   

39 Orange-winged Pytilia B,Z,M S 

40 Brown Firefinch B,N   

41 Broad-tailed Paradise-Whydah ALL S 

42 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow B,N,Z S 

43 Rosy-throated Longclaw ALL   

44 Wood Pipit ALL   

45 Tree Pipit ALL   

 
 

N = Namibia 
B = Botswana 
Z = Zimbabwe 
M = Mozambique 
All = All of the above 

 
 
 

ZIMBABWE BIRD LIST 
 

Zimbabwe: Miombo Woodland, Eastern Highlands and other specials.  Includes those birds 
found in Zimbabwe, but not exclusive to Zimbabwe. i.e. found in other areas in Southern 
Africa. 
 
IMPORTANT: Assessment for Zimbabwe includes the Slide and Sound for Core, 
Savanna and Forest as well. 
 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE 
VOCALISATION OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

 
  

COMMON NAME 
 
Area 

Sight 
Only 

1 Blue Quail Z,M   

2 Pallid Honeyguide Z,M   

3 Green-backed Honeybird ALL   

4 Green-backed Woodpecker Z,M   

5 Whyte's Barbet Z   

6 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill Z,M S 

7 Racket-tailed Roller ALL S 

8 Madagascar Bee-eater Z,N,M   

9 Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo Z,M   

10 Senegal Coucal Z,B,N   

11 White-browed Coucal Z,B,N   

12 Lilian's Lovebird Z   

13 Mottled Swift Z,M S 
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14 Pallid Swift Z S 

15 Schalow's Turaco Z,N   

16 Blue-spotted Wood-Dove Z,M   

17 Streaky-breasted Flufftail Z   

18 Great Snipe N,B,Z S 

19 Long-toed Lapwing ALL S 

20 Three-banded Courser Z,B,N   

21 Rock Pratincole ALL S 

22 African Skimmer ALL S 

23 Gull-billed Tern Z,B,M S 

24 Western Banded Snake-Eagle Z,B,N   

25 Augur Buzzard Z,N,M S 

26 Dickinson's Kestrel ALL S 

27 African Hobby Z,B,N S 

28 Malagasy Pond-Heron Z S 

29 Rufous-bellied Heron ALL S 

30 White-backed Night-Heron ALL S 

31 African Pitta Z,M   

32 African Golden Oriole ALL   

33 Anchieta's Tchagra Z,M   

34 Tropical Boubou ALL   

35 Chestnut-fronted Helmet-Shrike Z,M   

36 Black-and-white Flycatcher Z,M   

37 Pale Batis Z,M   

38 White-breasted Cuckooshrike ALL   

39 Rufous-bellied Tit Z   

40 Miombo Tit Z,M   

41 Eastern Saw-wing Z,M S 

42 Stripe-cheeked Greenbul Z,M   

43 Tiny Greenbul Z,M   

44 Livingstone's Flycatcher Z,M   

45 White-tailed Crested Flycatcher Z,M   

46 Moustached Grass-Warbler Z,M   

47 Red-faced Crombec Z,M   

48 River Warbler Z,B   

49 Southern Hyliota Z,M   

50 Singing Cisticola Z,M   

51 Tinkling Cisticola Z,B,N   

52 Short-winged Cisticola Z,M   

53 Roberts's Warbler Z,M   

54 Red-winged Warbler Z,M   

55 Chirinda Apalis Z,M   

56 Spotted Creeper Z,M S 

57 Miombo Rock-Thrush Z,M   

58 White-chested Alethe Z,M   

59 Swynnerton's Robin Z,M   

60 Thrush Nightingale Z,B,M   
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61 Collared Palm-Thrush Z,M   

62 Arnot's Chat ALL   

63 Boulder Chat Z,B,M   

64 Miombo Blue-eared Starling Z,N,M S 

65 Meves's Starling ALL S 

66 Plain-backed Sunbird Z,M   

67 Western Violet-backed Sunbird Z,M   

68 Bronzy Sunbird Z,M   

69 Miombo Double-collared Sunbird Z,M   

70 Variable Sunbird Z,M   

71 Copper Sunbird Z,N,B   

72 Shelley's Sunbird Z   

73 Black-winged Bishop Z,M S 

74 Yellow-mantled Widowbird Z S 

75 Locustfinch Z,M   

76 Yellow-bellied Waxbill Z,M S 

77 Red-faced Crimsonwing Z,M S 

78 Red-throated Twinspot Z,M   

79 Orange-winged Pytilia Z,B,M S 

80 Broad-tailed Paradise-Whydah ALL S 

81 Twinspot Indigobird Z,M   

82 Northern Grey-headed Sparrow Z,N,B S 

83 Rosy-throated Longclaw ALL   

84 Wood Pipit ALL   

85 Tree Pipit ALL   

86 Black-eared Seedeater Z,M   

87 Cabanis's Bunting Z,M S 

 
 

N = Namibia 
B = Botswana 
Z = Zimbabwe 
M = Mozambique 
All = All of the above 
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                                               MOZAMBIQUE BIRD LIST 
 

Mozambique:  Miombo Woodland, Lowland forest and other specials.  Includes those birds 
found in Mozambique, but not exclusive to Mozambique i.e. found in other areas in 
Southern Africa 
IMPORTANT:  Assessments for Mozambique include Sound and Slides for Core and 
Forest as well. 
 

S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE 
VOCALISATION OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

 

  
COMMON NAME 

 
Area 

Sight 
Only 

1 Blue Quail M,Z   

2 Pallid Honeyguide M,Z   

3 Green-backed Honeybird ALL   

4 Speckle-throated Woodpecker M   

5 Green-backed Woodpecker M,Z   

6 Silvery-cheeked Hornbill M,Z S 

7 Racket-tailed Roller ALL S 

8 Madagascar Bee-eater M,Z,N   

9 Barred Long-tailed Cuckoo M,Z   

10 Mottled Swift M,Z S 

11 Swamp Nightjar M,B,N   

12 Blue-spotted Wood-Dove M.Z   

13 Long-toed Lapwing ALL S 

14 Crab Plover M S 

15 Rock Pratincole ALL S 

16 African Skimmer ALL S 

17 Gull-billed Tern M.Z.B S 

18 Augur Buzzard M.Z.N S 

19 Dickinson's Kestrel ALL S 

20 Rufous-bellied Heron ALL S 

21 White-backed Night-Heron ALL S 

22 African Pitta M.Z   

23 African Golden Oriole ALL   

24 Green-headed Oriole M   

25 Anchieta's Tchagra M,Z   

26 Tropical Boubou ALL   

27 Chestnut-fronted Helmet-Shrike M,Z   

28 Black-and-white Flycatcher M,Z   

29 Pale Batis M,Z   

30 White-breasted Cuckooshrike ALL   

31 Miombo Tit M,Z   

32 Mascarene Martin M S 

33 Eastern Saw-wing M,Z S 

34 Stripe-cheeked Greenbul M,Z   

35 Tiny Greenbul M,Z   
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36 Livingstone's Flycatcher M,Z   

37 White-tailed Crested Flycatcher M,Z   

38 Moustached Grass-Warbler M,Z   

39 Red-faced Crombec M,Z   

40 Yellow-bellied Hyliota M   

41 Southern Hyliota M,Z   

42 Singing Cisticola M,Z   

43 Short-winged Cisticola M,Z   

44 Roberts's Warbler M,Z   

45 Red-winged Warbler M,Z   

46 Black-headed Apalis M   

47 Chirinda Apalis M,Z   

48 Spotted Creeper M,Z S 

49 Miombo Rock-Thrush M,Z   

50 White-chested Alethe M,Z   

51 Swynnerton's Robin M,Z   

52 East Coast Akalat M   

53 Thrush Nightingale M,B,Z   

54 Collared Palm-Thrush M,Z   

55 Arnot's Chat ALL   

56 Miombo Blue-eared Starling M,Z,N S 

57 Meves's Starling ALL S 

58 Plain-backed Sunbird M,Z   

59 Western Violet-backed Sunbird M,Z   

60 Bronzy Sunbird M,Z   

61 Miombo Double-collared Sunbird M,Z   

62 Variable Sunbird M,Z   

63 Olive-headed Weaver M   

64 Red-headed Quelea M,N S 

65 Black-winged Bishop M,Z S 

66 Locustfinch M,Z   

67 Yellow-bellied Waxbill M,Z S 

68 Red-faced Crimsonwing M,Z S 

69 Lesser Seedcracker M S 

70 Red-throated Twinspot M,Z   

71 Orange-winged Pytilia M,Z,B S 

72 Broad-tailed Paradise-Whydah ALL S 

73 Twinspot Indigobird M,Z   

74 Rosy-throated Longclaw ALL   

75 Wood Pipit ALL   

76 Tree Pipit ALL   

77 Black-eared Seedeater M,Z   

78 Cabanis's Bunting M,Z S 

 
N = Namibia  
B = Botswana  
Z = Zimbabwe  
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M = Mozambique                All = All of the above 

WESTERN SAVANNA BIRD LIST 
Acacia and broad-leaved woodland mosaics and Kalahari Thornveld, found primarily in the north-
western parts of the North-West Province.  This biome description also includes the bird 
communities found along rivers, riparian woodland, marshlands, seasonal pans, man-made dams 
and grassland pockets within the WESTERN savanna biome. The North- West Parks, specifically 
Madikwe, Pilanesberg and Kgaswane, fall in this region. 
 
S = SIGHT IDENTIFICATION IS SUFFICIENT. IT IS NOT NECESSARY TO KNOW THE VOCALISATION 
OF THAT SPECIFIC SPECIES. 

* Note: these birds sound similar 

** Note: not much difference 

 

  
COMMON NAME 
 

Sight 
Only 

  COMMON NAME 
 

Sight 
Only 

1 Coqui Francolin   33 Great Spotted Cuckoo   

2 Shelley’s Francolin   34 Dideric Cuckoo  

3 Red-winged Francolin  35 Klaas’s Cuckoo  

4 Crested Francolin  36 Black Cuckoo  

5 Natal Francolin  37 Meyer's Parrot   

6 Swainson’s Francolin  38 African Scops-Owl   

7 Common Quail  39 Southern White-faced Owl   

8 Harlequin Quail   40 Emerald-spotted Wood-Dove   

9 Knob-billed Duck S 41 Namaqua Dove  

10 Yellow-Billed Duck  42 African Green-Pigeon   

11 African Black Duck  43 Kori Bustard S 

12 Common Buttonquail   44 Red-crested Korhaan   

13 Bennett's Woodpecker   45 Northern Black Korhaan  

14 Bearded Woodpecker   46 African Finfoot S 

15 Golden-tailed Woodpecker  47 African Crake S 

16 Cardinal Woodpecker  48 African Snipe  

17 Red-Throated wryneck  49 Yellow-throated Sandgrouse   

18 Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  50 Double-banded Sandgrouse   

19 Southern Red-billed Hornbill  51 Namaqua Sandgrouse  

20 Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill  52 Burchell’s Sandgrouse  

21 Acacia Pied Barbet  53 Common Greenshank  

22  Green Wood-hoopoe  54 Wood Sandpiper  

23 Common Scimitarbill  55 Common Sandpiper  

24 Purple Roller   56  Spotted Thick-knee  

25 European Roller  57 Water Thick-knee  

26 Malachite Kingfisher  58 Three-banded Plover  

27  Brown-hooded Kingfisher  59 African Wattled Lapwing  

28 White-fronted Bee-eater  60 Grey-headed Gull  

29 Little Bee-eater  61 Temminck's Courser   

30 Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  62 Cape Vulture S 

31 Jacobin Cuckoo   63 White-Backed Vulture  

32 Levaillant's Cuckoo   64 Lappet-faced Vulture S 

IMPORTANT: Guides operating in the Western Savanna do the 
Western Savanna Bird Slide & Sound Assessment and not the 
Savanna Biome assessment. 
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65 Gabar Goshawk   110 Arrow-marked Babbler   

66 Pale Chanting Goshawk  111 Southern Pied Babbler  

67 Little Sparrow-hawk  112 Common Whitethroat S 

68 Red-necked Falcon S 113 Rattling Cisticola  

69 Red-footed Falcon S 114 Levaillant’s Cisticola  

70 Lesser Kestrel  115 Tinkling Cisticola   

71 Greater Kestrel  116 Desert Cisticola   

72 Steppe Eagle S 117 Neddicky  

73 Lesser Spotted Eagle S 118 Rattling Cisticola  

74 African Hawk-Eagle S 119 Black-chested Prinia  

75 Verreaux’s Eagle  120 Tawny-Flanked Prinia  

76 Western Osprey  121 Grey-backed Camaroptera   

77 Little Bittern  122 Monotonous Lark   

78 Marabou Stork S 123 Flappet Lark   

79 Black-crowned Tchagra   124 Eastern Clapper Lark  

80 Brown-crowned Tchagra   125 Fawn-coloured Lark   

81 Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike   126 Short-clawed Lark   

82 Fiscal Shrike  127 Chestnut-backed Sparrowlark S 

83 Grey-headed Bush-Shrike   128 Grey-backed Sparrowlark  

84 White-crested Helmet-Shrike   129 Marico Flycatcher S 

85 Chinspot Batis   130 Southern Black Flycatcher   

86 Pririt Batis  131 Spotted Flycatcher  

87 Bar-throated Apalis  132 Grey Tit-Flycatcher   

88 Crimson-breasted Shrike  133 White-throated Robin-Chat   

89 Lesser Grey Shrike S 134 Cape Robin-chat  

90 Red-backed Shrike  135 White-browed Scrub-Robin   

91 Magpie Shrike   136 Kalahari Scrub-Robin   

92 Southern White-crowned Shrike   137 African Stonechat  

93 Black Cuckooshrike   138 Familiar Chat S 

94 Grey Penduline-Tit   139 Mocking Cliff-chat  

95 Cape Penduline-tit  140 Capped Wheat-ear  

96 Southern Black Tit   141 Violet-backed Starling   

97 Ashy Tit  142 Cape Starling  

98 Lesser Striped Swallow   143 Red-winged Starling  

99 Red-breasted Swallow S 144 Wattled Starling   

100 Mosque Swallow S 145 Red-billed Oxpecker  

101 Barn Swallow S 146 Marico Sunbird   

102 White-throated Swallow S 147 Amethyst Sunbird  

103 Pearl-breasted Swallow S 148 White-Bellied Sunbird  

104 Burnt-necked Eremomela   149 Red-billed Buffalo-Weaver   

105 Yellow-bellied Eremomela S 150 White-browed Sparrow-weaver  

106 River Warbler  151 Lesser Masked-Weaver   

107 Little Rush Warbler  152 Village Weaver  

108 Great Reed Warbler  153 Southern Masked Weaver  

109 Lesser Swamp Warbler  154 Cape Weaver  



16 

 

155 Red-headed Weaver   168 Village Indigobird   

156 Thick-billed Weaver   169 Dusky Indigobird   

157 Cut-throat Finch S 170 Purple Indigobird   

158 Red-headed Finch  171 Cuckoo Finch S 

159 Black-faced Waxbill   172 Yellow-throated Bush Sparrow   

160 Violet-eared Waxbill   173 Southern Grey-headed Sparrow  

161 Green-winged Pytilia   174 Great Sparrow S 

162 Red-billed Firefinch   175 Bushveld Pipit   

163 African Firefinch   176 African Pipit  

164 Jameson's Firefinch   177 Cape Longclaw  

165 Long-tailed Paradise-Whydah S 178 Cinnamon-breasted Bunting  

166 Shaft-tailed Whydah S 179 Lark-like Bunting S 

167 Pin-tailed Whydah   

 


